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Neil and Rosie

From the CEO: One Thing’s For Sure

2 Shelter Tails

 
At Woods Humane Society, it was no different. Through the ups and downs of the last 
fiscal year, homeless animals needed us to keep calm and carry on and, thanks to your 
unwavering support, we did.

From July 2020 through June 2021, we placed 2,352 dogs and cats in loving homes. We were pleased to 
see the average length of stay in our shelters decrease from more than 22 days for adult cats down to 10.5 
days, and from nearly 15 days for dogs down to 12.8. With the help of our adoption support and community 
programs, the number of returns of adopted pets also went down by 23%.

In spite of new protocols and limited staffing, our clinics increased the number of spay and neuter surgeries 
performed by 335—from 5,560 to 5,895—including altering 1,344 unowned community cats through the 
Project MEOW fund. These were in addition to 230 other life-changing surgeries that gave suffering animals in 
our community a second chance at a happy life.

And, yes, every single day, we walked and played with the dogs in our care—more than 740 total. Our foster 
volunteers lovingly bottle fed 440 of the tiniest kittens, every few hours around the clock, so that they could 
grow strong enough to come to the shelter and find a home. More than 1,600 cats in all chased wand toys and 
curled up in the warm, soft beds we made for them.

So, although the world has not quite returned to “normal,” with your support, our dedication to the helpless 
dogs and cats in our community has remained steadfast. We, and the thousands of homeless animals that 
enter our doors each year, thank you for the generosity and compassion that have made all of this possible. 
One thing’s for sure: We couldn’t do it without you. 

Sincerely,

Neil Trent
Woods Humane Society CEO

Dear Friends,
In times of uncertainty, pets are a constant. Throughout the last year and more, we as 
a community have been in a continual state of transition. We took school and events 
online, we worked from home, we wore masks… and then, we wore them again. We 
awoke to face each day, not knowing what new challenges would be waiting around the 
corner.

But one thing was certain: The dog needed to go for a walk. The cat needed to be fed 
and brushed. The adorable, silly, slobbery, and endlessly charming furry friends in our 
lives brought smiles to our faces when almost nothing else could. In these little ways, 
our pets have been our anchors.

Anaya in Oz



Shelter Tails 3

Anaya had escaped a nightmare. Found with a chain 
and padlock hanging around her neck, she was severely 
underweight and had recently had puppies. Luckily for 
this sweet, gentle soul, her life was about to change. She 
was transferred to Woods, where Woods Volunteer & 
Event Coordinator Catherine Armstrong swiftly adopted 
her. Over the next five years, along with toys, beach 
days and treats galore, Anaya got the chance to learn 
that people could be kind. She has become a beloved 
family member, an honorary Woods staff member, and 
a certified Canine Good Citizen. She even helps other 
shelter dogs gain confidence and assists Woods trainers 
in obedience classes.
 
Anaya showed just how far she has come in our recent 
Oz-themed There’s No Place Like SLOme event in June, 
where she played the leading role of “Toto.” This was our
first-ever virtual gala, and it was a journey for all of us. Like Dorothy, 
we were grateful to meet so many friends that helped us to make it happen.
More than 150 people registered and we raised nearly $70,000 in one unforgettable evening somewhere
over the Zoom-bow, proving that there really is no place like our SLO County pet-loving community! 

With that said, we are looking forward to returning to the real world next year for our annual Tails Gala, on June 
4, 2022, at Oyster Ridge at Ancient Peaks Winery. We hope to see you there! 

Anaya in Oz
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875 Oklahoma Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA
93405 
805.543.9316

Woods 
Humane 
Society

To serve, protect and shelter homeless companion animals; To place animals in 
humane environments; To promote responsible pet ownership, provide humane 
education and reduce pet overpopulation; To celebrate the human-animal bond. 

Our Mission 2300 Ramona Road
Atascadero, CA
93422
805.466.5403

Join us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter!

We hope that you will dress in your dapper best and join us on June 4, 2022 for
Roaring ‘20s – A Tails Gala and an unforgettable evening under the stars.

SAVE THE DATE For Tails 2022


